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ANNEX 4  
 

SERIOUS INCIDENTS OF MISBEHAVIOUR LEADING TO FIXED PERIOD OR PERMANENT EXCLUSION 
 

1. In discharging its duty the Academy Trust will have regard and will ensure that the 
Independent Appeal Panel has regard to the Secretary of State’s guidance on exclusions for 
maintained schools in accordance with any written directions from the Secretary of State on the 
interpretation of such guidance for the purpose of this annex.  

2. At the date of this agreement, the Secretary of State’s guidance on exclusions is called 
“Improving Behaviour and Attendance: Guidance on Exclusion from Schools and Pupil Referral 
Units”, which is published on the DCSF website at: 
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/behaviour/exclusion/guidance/. The title, contents and 
publication site of this guidance may be subject to change and the Academy Trust will have regard 
to the guidance as it stands at any given time. 

Constitution and conduct of independent appeal panels 

3. In addition to the obligations under paragraphs 1 and 2, the Academy Trust will be 
responsible for carrying out the functions of the Local Authority, as specified in the guidance, for the 
management of the appeal procedure. The Appeal panel must be impartial and constituted in 
accordance with the provisions of  the guidance detailing the composition of the Appeal Panel. The 
Academy Trust will arrange suitable training for appeal panel members and clerks. 

4. The appeal panel’s decision is final and binding on the Academy Trust.  Decisions of appeal 
panels are in principle amendable to judicial review on the application of a parent. A parent may not, 
however, appeal to the Commissioner for Local Administration (the Local Government 
Ombudsman) about maladministration because the Commissioner’s remit is limited to considering 
the conduct of appeal panels constituted by Local Authorities.   

 
 


